Salt marshes are important buffers Salt marshes are vulnerable to Light is essential to marsh survival, Why it Matters
between land and sea. They provide impacts from development, sea but shading occurs under docks

Coastal development
animal habitat, water filtration, level rise, and invasive species. and walkways. As population and land
threatens salt marsh erosion control, and carbon storage. , development increases,

habitats

T e we are losing salt marsh
W}W;Fm 'W W‘ o G o] TR habitats. If designed

Qo
h)‘ ’ ‘,scouring
)
i

Unimpacted

SO NRBRIT AT P thoughtfully, coastal
Salt marsh Ecosystems g pedment AR B el AR d I t b I
Major Threats Management Priorities / D ! ; : M / " ;‘ ".;.' !,“; eve O p m e n Ca n e eSS
Salt marsh ecosystems provide ) Sea level rise results in increasedd Protected areas = ' : ik ; ; e AR T, &

3 1 ) X )|

i) vl Vot 5 ¢ i A I 3 i & u -
important nursery habitat for PED erosion of salt marshes ) f e ST % SN Y ¥ T
fisheries species @ Restoration ¢ i S S T i s R T Py T - Y T ; ? r I u I

Reclamation of land for industry @ Reduce atmospheric emission
Salt marsh ecosystems act as a and urban expansion results in P

nutrient filter physical displacement of saltmarsh

e b > il Ay ',_h‘.., SN o ; LY ‘ 1y ',,"‘ o AYIRY 1 n
P acemer concrete 5 Dk o s S B s i e v el aEso g NE “ I I l a I S a I a
Estuarine ecosystems support Invasive strains of Phragmites BREL 5o 5 AW\ 2 g ¢ WA LIS ANAR S SO W SR i, Lo \\\\
. N . . " . L .\, 25 ., 4 - < = 280 I s WA F T N f.oags e bl i/
high primary production displace native species sand s o e T NI PRPS 17 7 AR b SR A O VA DL SIS /i AN N
> % A . :
{3 LB

Dock height and orientation

matter! Docks facing North - What You Can Do
South, and that are taller

We installed experimental docks: We tested differences in: —=— than they are wide have Do you own a dock? Use
fewer impacts on salt marsh. our Best Management

Study 1: How does dock height Study 2: Do any existing dock designs
affect light and vegetation growth? allow enough light for vegetation”?

Practices and other guides
to reduce impacts to salt
marsh and other aquatic

habitats. Scan the QR
code below to find them!

salt
| marsh |
| |

| ramp/
*| gangway |
| [

Google Earth
©.2020 Go;’;\e ;

Scan for 'v\“' This work supported by
resources on =

protecting salt > Massachusetts
marsh

MarineFisheries

Commonvielt of Massachuset J O h N LOg an | | | %’Eﬁiﬁ
MA Division of Marine Fisheries Bt SETy

T T 1

<IIIIIIIII

NATIONAL ESTUARY
hl'l BayS PA-RI-TNERSEIPT )




